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In Revelation 12:9, Satan is referred to as a deceiver.  In John 8:44, Jesus said Satan “does not 

stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own 

resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.”  Indeed, he is the father of lies.  The first act of 

deception recorded in the Bible is that of Satan lying to Eve in the Garden of Eden, resulting in 

her disobeying God’s command to not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  Satan 

has been lying from the very beginning, and he’s still lying to us today.  His goal is the same as it 

was with Eve.  He doesn't want you or me to follow God; he wants us to transgress God’s laws.  

 

One way he accomplishes his goal is to deceive us about the consequences of sin.  First, he shows 

us the glitter, the lights, the exciting part about sin.  He makes it irresistible.  And then he uses the 

same ruse with us as he did with Eve:  “God’s keeping something from you.  He doesn’t want you 

to have that even though it’s good for you!”  Satan wants us to believe God doesn’t have our best 

interests in mind.  We see others who are involved in things that God has forbidden, and they seem 

to be having a great life!  They’re having fun!  They’re doing whatever they want while we have 

to say no to those activities or behaviors.  If we allow ourselves to listen to the lies of Satan, we’ll 

end up thinking the same way Eve did and decide that we’re missing out on something good! 

 

But is that the truth?  Is God holding out on us?  Is he keeping us from things that are good for us?  

Are there things that we should be enjoying that he’s forbidden for some reason?  The answer to 

these questions is a resounding NO!  While Satan tries to convince us otherwise, the truth is that 

the laws God has given us are for our very own benefit.  He knows us better than anyone else since 

he is our creator, and he knows what is good for us and what is detrimental to us.  Everything he 

has ever done, and everything he will ever do is for our good.  And that includes all the rules that 

Satan tries to tell us are too restrictive and binding.   

 

Satan says, “You ought to be able to marry whomever you want and divorce and remarry someone 

else any time you want.”  But what Satan fails to tell you is that doing so will result in numerous 

negative consequences.  He doesn’t tell you about the emotional stress and problems of a divorce.  

He doesn’t tell you about the financial strain that situation places on you.  He doesn’t tell you about 

how the children are negatively impacted as a result of their mom and dad no longer being together. 

 

Satan says, “You need more money and more possessions—more toys.”  But what Satan doesn’t 

tell you is that those physical possessions don’t last, they break down, they can be stolen, and they 

don’t provide lasting fulfillment.  Satan doesn’t tell you that the drive for possessions can consume 

you, your time, and make you a shallow shell of what you could have been.   

 

Satan says, “Beer and other alcoholic beverages taste great and are refreshing, and they help you 

loosen up and have a good time.”  But what Satan fails to show you are the lives that are destroyed 

because of the effects alcohol has on the body.  He doesn’t show you the addicts, the bodies in the 

morgue as a result of tragic car accidents, the broken homes, the abused and battered wives and 

children. 



Satan says, “You’re too busy to talk to God.  Besides, he doesn’t really hear you or listen to you 

anyway.”  But what Satan doesn’t tell you about is the peace and comfort that comes from 

constantly approaching God in prayer.  He doesn’t tell you about the hope and strength and wisdom 

and ability to face the difficulties of this life that are the result of asking God for guidance and 

help. 

 

Satan says, “You have too much to do to make it to every worship service and Bible class.  You’re 

too tired.  School or work is more important.  Besides, did God really say you have to be at every 

service?”  But what Satan doesn’t tell you is that you need every opportunity to gather with the 

church in order to be fed with spiritual food and receive the encouragement of your brethren to 

continue fighting the good fight.  He doesn’t tell you that by habitually missing the services you 

slowly drift further and further away from God and his people and become further entrenched in 

the world. 

 

I could continue on with numerous other lies that Satan tells us and with the consequences of the 

sins that he encourages us to engage in, but I believe you get the point.  Not only will there likely 

be consequences here on earth for not following God’s laws, but listening to Satan’s lies will 

ultimately lead to the biggest consequence of all—the loss of our soul. 

 

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking 

whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8).  Satan doesn’t have our best interests in mind; he wants to 

destroy us.  God, on the other hand, wants what’s best for us.  His rules are for our good.  Draw 

near to him.  Listen to him.  Trust him.  Obey him. 


