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When Eve was deceived by the serpent in Gen. 3, what started out as perfection turned into 

corruption. As a result of sin entering the world, God placed curses on both mankind and the 

creation itself. However, there are also promises to redeem both mankind and creation from 

corruption. “For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who 

subjected it in hope; because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of 

corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God” (Rom. 8:20-21).  

 

While the ultimate redemption, new creation, and reversal of the curse and corruption will be 

realized at the end of time, there is a sense in which we are made into a new creation even while 

here on earth due to the regeneration available through the blood of Jesus Christ. “Therefore, if 

anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have 

become new” (2 Cor. 5:17).  

 

There are a lot of important implications in Paul’s words. First, in the greater context of the verse, 

Paul’s point is that when Christians are joined to Christ, they see people and the world in a brand 

new way.  

 

Paul and his companions viewed the Corinthians not according to the flesh but with spiritual eyes 

and focus. He was concerned about their reconciliation to God. That’s the view of someone who 

is a new creation. Everything, including the way you think about people—seeing them as souls 

that need saving—is new and different. 

 

The fact that our former life can be just that— former—is one of the greatest blessings of being in 

Christ. Think about it. We were dead but our now alive (Eph. 2:1). We were corrupted but are now 

recreated in the image of God. All our sins are in the past; we are forgiven. We are new. 

 

Not only are Christians themselves new, but so is their behavior and value system. Paul’s 

assumption is that being in Christ should bring about radical change in a person’s life. There should 

be a marked difference in a person post-conversion compared to pre-conversion. The former life 

is to be past tense, not continue into the present. 

 

We acquire a new character. We grow in the fruit of the spirit and add Christian virtues, never 

being satisfied with who we are but constantly striving to be more like Christ.  

 

We develop a new attitude towards others. It is the attitude Christ displayed and that Paul pleaded 

that the Philippian brethren should have. It’s an attitude of submissiveness, selflessness, servile, 

and sacrificial (Phil. 2:5-8). 

 

We engage in new actions. Not only do we lay aside our old, sinful actions, but we acquire new 

ones. We live soberly, righteously, and godly, and we are zealous for good works (Titus 2:11-14). 

 



There are many other results of being a new creation. Because we are in Christ, we enjoy a new 

relationship with Jesus. He is our Savior and our mediator. He is our elder brother. He is there 

waiting on us to call on him for help in our time of need (Heb. 4:14-16). 

 

Because we are in Christ, we have a new relationship with God. He is our Father. No longer do 

we stand in fear of judgment as his enemy because we have been reconciled to him. He is that 

Father that looked longingly down the road to see if his lost son would return, and once we did 

return, he killed the fatted calf for us.  

 

Because we are in Christ, we have a new relationship with the Holy Spirit. It is through the Holy 

Spirit that we are sealed as part of God’s people, that we receive the spiritual blessings, that we 

are restored to God, and that we are renewed. And he is the intercessor of our prayers (Rom. 8:27). 

 

When we’re in Christ, we’re part of a new family. Our earthly families may or may not be 

Christians and godly influences in our lives. Regardless, we have the blessings of many more 

spiritual brothers and sisters once we join ourselves to Christ. 

 

Ultimately, we anticipate a new home. As part of a new creation, we eagerly look forward to the 

new heavens and a new earth where righteousness dwells (2 Pet. 3:13). 

 

If you’re not in Christ, then you don’t have access to these blessings. You can get into Christ 

through baptism (Gal. 3:27). For those of us who are Christians, we are a new creation. Let’s make 

sure we’re living our lives that way and not living in the past. 


