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An anecdote is told about President Franklin Roosevelt during his time in office. He would tire of 

events where he had to participate in long reception lines, so one day, during a reception, he 

decided to try an experiment. To each person who came down the line and shook his hand, he 

murmured, “I murdered my grandmother this morning.” The guests responded with phrases like, 

“Marvelous! Keep up the good work. We are proud of you. God bless you, sir.” 

 

It was not until the end of the line, while greeting the ambassador from Bolivia, that his words 

were actually heard. Not quite knowing what to say, the ambassador leaned over and whispered, 

“I’m sure she had it coming.” 

 

The above story illustrates that many times, people aren’t truly listening. Either they’ve already 

made up their minds what they’re going to say, or they’re not truly interested in what someone 

else is saying. The Bible actually has a lot to say about listening. Consider these select passages. 

 

Wisdom personified as a woman calls for people to listen to her advice. She said, “Therefore hear 

me now, my children, And do not depart from the words of my mouth” (Prov. 5:7). 

 

Solomon advises young people to listen to their parents’ counsel. “A wise son heeds his father’s 

instruction, But a scoffer does not listen to rebuke” (Prov. 13:1). 

 

Repeatedly in the Old Testament, God speaks to his people through the prophets, begging them to 

listen to his instructions and warnings. “Listen to Me, O house of Jacob, And all the remnant of 

the house of Israel, Who have been upheld by Me from birth, Who have been carried from the 

womb” (Is. 46:3). 

 

God made it clear when Jesus was transfigured that Jesus was now the one to listen to: “This is 

My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!” (Matt. 17:5). 

 

Jesus often began his sermons or parables with an instruction to listen. “When He had called all 

the multitude to Himself, He said to them, ‘Hear Me, everyone, and understand’” (Mark 7:14). 

 

In each letter written to the churches in Revelation 2-3, Jesus said, “He who has an ear, let him 

hear what the Spirit says to the churches”.  

 

James said that we should be “swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath” (James 1:19). 

Unfortunately, the reverse is usually true. We’re usually slow to listen and quick to speak which 

directly impacts our anger. So many situations and feelings of frustration and anger could be 

avoided by just listening. 

 

When it comes to our relationship with others, it’s crucial to show them enough respect to listen 

to them. They have something to say, and they’re important. Paul advised that we consider others 

better than ourselves (Phil. 2:3-4), and that includes listening to what they have to say. 



Because many an argument is based upon misunderstanding, it pays to listen. Listen and try to 

understand the other person. It may be that you thought one thing but the other person said 

something else. Listening gives you insight into the other person and will prevent many 

misunderstandings and poor judgments. 

 

Listening also helps to control emotions. Being quiet and hearing the other person can help in 

keeping your anger in check. Move and speak slowly and deliberately instead of giving in to the 

heat of passion. 

 

And when it comes to our relationship with God, it’s absolutely critical that we listen with the 

intention of acting upon his instructions. Jesus said at the close of the Sermon on the Mount, 

“Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man 

who built his house on the rock: and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and 

beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. But everyone who hears these 

sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 

and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. 

And great was its fall” (Matt. 7:24-27.  

 

It does us no good if we hear what Jesus says but don’t obey. 

 

Listening is a lost art among many. May it not be the case with us.  


