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Football and Foolishness 

Marshall Reid 

 

 

 

I love college football.  I hate college football.  I love college football.  I hate college football.   

 

Well, I guess you could say I’m undecided.  Or to be more accurate, which statement is true 

depends on which aspect of college football I’m thinking of or is being discussed.   

 

I love the passion.  I love the rivalries.  I love the competition.  I love the school pride. 

 

But it’s that same passion, rivalry, competition, and school pride that is the source of much 

foolishness.  That’s the part I hate.  Oh, I know – I’ve been the worst offender at times.  I don’t 

look back fondly on various experiences in my past when it comes to college football.  And 

while I’ve come a long way in controlling my competitive nature, it’s still something I have to be 

mindful of. 

 

Unfortunately, all those things I love about football can be abused and misused.  Football can 

bring out the worst in people.  Hurtful insults and personal attacks are made.  Arrogance and 

foolishness reign supreme instead of humility and wisdom.  And even more unfortunate is when 

Christians engage in such behavior, many times with their own brother or sister in Christ!  

 

As much as I love college football, I wish we didn’t take it so seriously.  I used to brag about the 

Auburn/Alabama rivalry being the best in the country.  Not anymore.  That’s because what 

makes it the biggest and “best” rivalry in the minds of football fans includes many sinful 

attitudes and behaviors.  You don’t have to look very far to see what I’m talking about.  Just visit 

the comment section on any online article about Auburn or Alabama.  Or listen to the vulgarities 

that are shouted and sung in the songs by fans (and played by the band) at the football games that 

are directed to the other team or other team’s fans. 

 

Friendly ribbin’ is one thing.  But many don’t know where to draw the line.  Do you remember 

what your mama used to say?  “If you can’t say anything nice, don’t say anything at all”.  That’s 

probably a good maxim to live by during football season. 

 

There are also a couple of verses in the Bible that come to mind that would be good to live by 

during this football season. 

 

“Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the 

Prophets” (Matthew 7:12). 

 

“But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they generate strife” (2 Timothy 2:23). 

 

Though Jesus and Paul didn’t have football in mind when they made those statements, the 

principles certainly apply.  Any conversation or behavior that causes Christians to say hateful 
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things, feel resentment towards their brethren, or avoid one another at the assembly, is most 

definitely not fulfilling the Law and the Prophets but instead is foolish! 

 

So the challenge to myself and to all of us is to remember these verses when it comes to a subject 

that so many of us are passionate about but in reality ought to be one of the least important things 

in our lives (it’s just a game!).  And when we hear someone make a comment or behave in such a 

way that tempts us to respond in kind, remember to not become engaged in a foolish dispute. 

 

There’s another verse that you might find helpful. When you hear someone say something really 

stupid about your team, consider what Solomon said in Proverbs 26:4.   

 

“Do not answer a fool according to his folly, lest you also be like him.” 

 

The wisest thing to do might be for all of us to stick to cheering for our own team instead of 

making derogatory remarks about the other team or the other team’s fans.  Kind of hard to 

violate Matt. 7:12 and 2 Tim. 2:23 when we do that.   

 

This season, enjoy the games.  Cheer hard for your team.  Have fun with family and friends 

watching your favorite team.  But may God grant us the wisdom to discern between the things 

that are truly important in life and those that aren’t, to show love to our brethren, and to know 

when to simply remain silent.  


