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On Thursday, a gunman entered Umpqua Community College in Roseburg, Oregon and proceeded 

to murder 9 people. Witnesses say that he entered a classroom, shot the professor point blank, and 

then had everyone who admitted to being a Christian stand up. When he asked them if they were 

a Christian, if they answered affirmatively, he would say, “Good, because you're a Christian, you're 

going to see God in just about one second,” and then shoot them in the head. He murdered 9 people 

before finally being killed himself in a shootout with police. 

 

Almost 2000 years ago, it wasn’t much different for Christians. They were being persecuted and 

executed, but it was sanctioned by and carried out by the government. Pliny the Younger was 

governor of Pontus and Bithynia from 111-113 and wrote to Emperor Trajan describing his current 

procedures for handling Christians he encountered, asking if he was handling it properly (Trajan 

replied that indeed he was handling it properly). Pliny wrote, “Meanwhile, in the case of those who 

were denounced to me as Christians, I have observed the following procedure: I interrogated these 

as to whether they were Christians; those who confessed I interrogated a second and a third time, 

threatening them with punishment; those who persisted I ordered executed. For I had no doubt 

that, whatever the nature of their creed, stubbornness and inflexible obstinacy surely deserve to be 

punished. 

 

Jesus promised that if we follow him, we will most definitely be on the receiving end of hatred 

and persecution just like him. “If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated 

you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, 

but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to 

you, ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you” 

(John 15:18-20). 

 

Hatred and persecution are guaranteed. The question is, how will we respond? If you had been in 

that classroom in the college in Oregon and asked by the gunman if you were a Christian, what 

would you have said? After watching the first person who claimed to be a Christian be killed, 

would you still say, “Yes, I’m a Christian” knowing you were about to suffer the same fate? 

 

Jesus, knowing that his apostles and disciples would not just be ostracized and made fun of but 

rather actually lose their lives for his sake said to them, “And do not fear those who kill the body 

but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell” 

(Matt. 10:28). In other words, it’s not people in the world we need to be worried about. Yes, they 

can kill us, but they can’t kill the soul. They can’t take away our eternal home in heaven by 

destroying our physical body.  God, however, is the one that has the ability to destroy us in Hell if 

we don’t have the courage to stand up for him here on Earth. 

 

I would like to think that if I had been one of those students at Umpqua Community College that 

I would have had the courage to boldly proclaim, “Yes, I’m a Christian”. Say it, be shot—over and 

done with. What’s more difficult in my mind is the daily grind, the daily battle against the pull and 

sway of the world and its temptations. I may be able to say “I’m a Christian” in the face of 



temptation one day, but what about the next? And the next? And the day after that? Each and every 

day, Satan isn’t going to let up. He knows my weaknesses and which buttons to push. How am I 

going to respond? 

 

Maybe it’s not a temptation to give in to our own lusts and desires but rather a temptation to not 

want to be different than the people around us, to just fit in. Standing up and saying, “Yes, I’m a 

Christian,” isn’t necessarily in vogue. It’s easier to just be quiet, fit in, and go along with the crowd. 

Why invite the condescending looks, the scorn, the strained relationships? But Jesus warned, 

“Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in 

heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in 

heaven” (Matt. 10:32-33). 

 

There really is no excuse for us not boldly proclaiming, “I’m a Christian.” When we consider what 

Jesus endured for each of us—more than we’ll ever endure for him—why wouldn’t we want to be 

proud of being a Christian? He died for us. The least we can do is stand up for him and say, “Yes, 

I’m a Christian.” 


