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On Sunday, December 7, 1941 at 7:48 AM, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii was attacked by 353 Japanese 

fighter planes, bombers, and torpedo planes.  Many ships were sunk, aircraft destroyed, and over 

2,400 Americans were killed.  The unprovoked attack by Japan and the resulting loss of many 

human lives led Franklin D. Roosevelt to declare it “a date that will live in infamy.”  The next day, 

the U.S. declared war on Japan and entered WWII.   

 

On Tuesday, September 11, 2001 at 8:46 AM, American Airlines Flight 11 was crashed into the 

North tower of the World Trade Center complex by terrorists that had hijacked the plane.  It was 

the first of four coordinated hijackings and attacks that morning by al-Qaeda on the U.S.  Almost 

3,000 people died in the attacks, and a massive war on terrorism was declared by President Bush. 

 

As horrific as those events were, and while both will live in infamy in U.S. history, there is another 

date that is more important and that has caused more deaths and destruction than Japan and al-

Qaeda combined.  It’s recorded in Genesis 3.  Satan declared war on God and his people and his 

creation by tempting Eve to disobey God and thereby introducing sin into the world.  The war has 

been waging for over 6000 years, and billions have been lost to the enemy. 

 

But there’s another date that is even greater, for it signaled victory for God and his people.  It 

began on an ominous note with the crucifixion of Jesus, the Messiah, the son of God.  From all 

appearances, Satan had struck a mortal blow and was victorious.  However, 3 days later, when the 

Holy Spirit raised Jesus from the grave, what had been victory for Satan quickly turned to defeat.  

And this wasn’t just a battle that was won, but rather the war.  Yes, the war is still waging, but it’s 

only a matter of time before God brings it to an end.  Death was Satan’s greatest weapon.  But 

Jesus conquered death.  And he’s promised the same victory over death to all who follow him and 

fight against Satan. 

 

Paul explains, “For [Jesus] must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet.  The last enemy 

that will be destroyed is death” (1 Cor. 15:25-26).  And, “For this corruptible must put on 

incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.  So when this corruptible has put on 

incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that 

is written: ‘Death is swallowed up in victory.’  ‘O Death, where is your sting?  O Hades, where is 

your victory?’  The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God, 

who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:53-57).   

 

What a glorious thought that not only has Christ conquered death, but he loved us so much that he 

has guaranteed that we will also conquer death and share in his glory and immortality! 

 

However, it’s very easy to let our lives become consumed by earthly matters that are only 

temporary, thereby forgetting the importance of that date long ago when Christ defeated Satan.  

The cares of this world grab our attention and cause us to lose sight of the big picture and the 

enemy that we’re fighting.  God knew that we would have that tendency which is why he 



established a method by which we could be constantly reminded of the victory we have in Christ 

and of the spiritual battle we’re engaged in on a daily basis.  Each Sunday, we observe the Lord’s 

Supper to remind us not only of his crucifixion, but of his resurrection!  As Paul makes clear in 1 

Corinthians 15, if there was no resurrection, Jesus’ death would have been in vain!  His sacrifice 

would have been meaningless, and we would still be in our sins with no hope of our own bodily 

resurrection.   

 

Don’t let the Lord’s Supper be just a rote ritual that you participate in each Sunday.  Just as 

Americans would do well to never forget Pearl Harbor or 9/11, Christians should never minimize 

nor forget what the Lord’s Supper represents and what it proclaims.   

 

Let’s remember those monumental events recorded in Scripture - the beginning of the war, the 

wound Satan inflicted upon Jesus, and the death knell Jesus sounded for Satan when Jesus rose 

from the dead.  And let us allow those events to move us to action in the Lord’s army, knowing 

that God is fighting for us and with us.   

 

There’s another date coming - a date when Jesus comes back in judgment upon Satan and all his 

hosts.  But it will also be the date that he’ll gather those who have been faithful to him and take 

them to their eternal home to share in his glory and immortality (2 Thess. 1:7-10).  Are you ready? 


