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“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I 

now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Gal. 2:20). 

  

This is one of the great verses of the Bible; one that I recommend all commit to memory due to the import 

of Paul’s statement.   

  

This verse encapsulates what being a Christian is all about.  What Paul said he had done was exactly what 

Christ had called for in Luke 9.  “Then He said to them all, ‘If anyone desires to come after Me, let him 

deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but 

whoever loses his life for My sake will save it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, 

and is himself destroyed or lost? For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son of Man 

will be ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy angels’” (Luke 

9:23-26). 

 

Jesus calls us to give him our all.  We must be willing to not only literally die for Christ, but we must also 

be willing to metaphorically put ourselves to death.  Paul eventually suffered a physical death on account 

of his preaching the gospel, but he put himself to death each day by denying his own desires and replacing 

them with what the Lord desired from him. 

  

Giving up our own wishes, desires, and comforts isn’t easy.  It’s not part of our nature.  Our instincts are 

to naturally fight for our rights and what will please us.  Humans are selfish by nature.  So when Jesus 

tells us to deny ourselves, our gut reaction is to balk at such an injunction. 

  

The religious world has watered down this mandate in several ways.  By deemphasizing obedience and a 

change of life and overemphasizing the grace and mercy of God, it has led to people who profess to be 

Christians but whose life hasn’t been changed by the gospel message.  They’re not much different after 

they accept Christ than they were beforehand.  Their religion is a religion of convenience.  They’ll follow 

the commands of Jesus and his apostles as long as it doesn’t inconvenient them in any way.   

  

What about us?  What do we do when serving God will inconvenience us?  Do we view coming to Bible 

class and worship service as an inconvenience at times?  Aren’t there other things we could do with our 

time?  Maybe we’re tired.  It’s been a long and frustrating day.  We’d rather just stay home and relax.  Or 

maybe we’d rather spend time with family or friends or go fishing or play golf.  What about schoolwork 

that needs to get done?  Let me remind you what Paul said.   He said he had crucified himself.  He had 

given up everything that he wanted to do.  Can you say the same?  Have you denied yourself as Jesus calls 

you to do? 

  

The health and wealth gospel that many adhere to is also in direct contradiction with what Jesus calls for 

and what scripture says we can expect in our physical lives.  This false gospel claims that if we are 

following God, he will bless us with not just what we need, but with an abundance of physical blessings 

and health.  While it is certainly true that we in this country have been blessed well beyond our basic 

necessities, that is not something we’re guaranteed to continue to enjoy.  Are we willing to give up the 

comforts of this life to serve God more?  Or are we like the rich young ruler and walk away sad when God 



calls on us to give these things up?  Yes, my friends, idolatry is alive and well in our world today.  Let it 

not be so amongst us! 

 

It would be difficult to be faced with the threat of death if I didn’t renounce my faith in Christ (as many 

have experienced through the ages).  However, I personally think it’s even more difficult to personally 

crucify myself each day, to deny myself each day.  Dying at the hands of someone else because of my 

faith is a one-time event.  It’s over and done with and then I receive the reward God has promised.  But 

making the conscious decision to live each day not for myself but for Christ?  That’s hard.   

  

But Paul did it.   He did so because he knew it was worth it.  He did it because it was the right thing to 

do.   He did it because it was the only logical thing to do in response to what God had done for him.  

And he could do it because he had faith in the Son of God, a faith that would carry him through the most 

difficult circumstances. 

 

Jesus “loved me and gave himself for me”.  Shouldn’t I do the same for him? 


