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Worship vs. Righteousness 

Marshall Reid 

 

 

 

In my 42 years, I’ve heard many sermons preached and Bible classes taught on the importance of 

adhering to Biblical authority for our worship practices.  I’ve even preached it and taught it myself 

multiple times, and I will continue to do so.  It is crucial that we as a church only practice that 

which we know is pleasing to him as revealed to us in his word.  Changing, adding to, or taking 

away from what he has said he desires is presumptuous and will incur his wrath as evidenced by 

the numerous examples in scripture. 

 

However, in my experience, I’ve seen many in the church (and maybe even myself) emphasize 

correct worship to the point that some feel that practicing authorized worship is the only thing that 

matters in our relationship with God, or at the very least is one of the most important. 

 

While we should definitely be careful to worship only as God has authorized, there are numerous 

scriptures that teach us that correct worship practices is not really what God is after.  Consider the 

following passages. 

 

“Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the Lord?  

Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams” (1 Sam. 15:22). 

 

“Sacrifice and offering You did not desire; my ears You have opened.  Burnt offering and sin 

offering You did not require.  Then I said, ‘Behold, I come; in the scroll of the book it is written 

of me.  I delight to do Your will, O my God, and Your law is within my heart’” (Psalm 40:6-8). 

 

“To do righteousness and justice is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice” (Prov. 21:3). 

 

“With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before the High God?  Shall I come 

before Him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?  Will the Lord be pleased with thousands 

of rams, ten thousand rivers of oil?  Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my 

body for the sin of my soul  He has shown you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord 

require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:6-

8). 

 

“I hate, I despise your feast days, and I do not savor your sacred assemblies.  Though you offer 

Me burnt offerings and your grain offerings, I will not accept them, nor will I regard your fattened 

peace offerings.  Take away from Me the noise of your songs, for I will not hear the melody of 

your stringed instruments.  But let justice run down like water, and righteousness like a mighty 

stream” (Amos 5:21-24). 

 

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does 

the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not 

prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 
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And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice 

lawlessness!’” (Matt. 7:21-23). 

 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise and cumin, 

and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought 

to have done, without leaving the others undone” (Matt. 23:23). 

 

I could quote more scripture, but I believe you can see the point.  What’s the common message 

God is trying to send in each of these passages?  Worship to him without a life of righteousness 

and justice is an abomination to him!  While we need to worship him correctly, we can’t leave the 

other matters undone.   

 

If we judge our spiritual condition strictly on whether or not we’re part of the “right” church that 

does all the things in the “right” way, then we’re totally missing the point God’s been making for 

thousands of years.  He wants our hearts, not some rote and technically correct worship practice.  

If our hearts and lives are completely devoted to God, then the correct worship will naturally be 

present, but more importantly, everything we say and do in every area of our life will reflect our 

love for God.   

 

The standard for our relationship with God must not be whether or not we worship correctly or 

even how often we worship.  We can show up to every Bible class, worship service, and gospel 

meeting, sing every song, say “Amen” to every prayer, partake of the Lord’s Supper each Sunday, 

and place a check in the collection plate each week, and yet not practice righteousness or mercy in 

other aspects of our lives.  While those externals are important, God repeatedly tells us the internals 

are even more important.  They’re the weightier matters of the law. 

 

Let those scriptures be a warning to us.  May we examine our lives to make sure we’re practicing 

love, mercy, justice, righteousness and not allowing any sin to take root and dwell in our lives.  

Otherwise, our worship will actually be repugnant to God instead of pleasing to him! 


