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On October 29, 1941, after Britain had been involved in World War 2 for 10 months, Winston 

Churchill gave a speech at Harrow School in London, the school he was educated in (and almost 

flunked out of).  

 

As he was recounting the progress they had made in the war, he encouraged them to keep fighting. 

“This,” he said, “is the lesson: never give in, never give in, never, never, never, never—in nothing, 

great or small, large or petty—never give in except to convictions of honour and good sense. Never 

yield to force; never yield to the apparently overwhelming might of the enemy.” 

 

Britain was facing what seemed like an insurmountable enemy in Nazi Germany. The Germans 

were superior in might and force. Giving in wasn’t an option, though. They were going to continue 

to fight because they knew they were right. Theirs were the convictions of honor and good sense, 

and that cannot be compromised. 

 

Today, we are involved in an even more important war against an enemy with even more 

overwhelming might. Our attitude towards this war should be the same as Churchill’s: never give 

in!  

 

Paul spoke about this attitude at the end of 1 Corinthians 15. He was explaining to the Christians 

in Corinth that the bodily resurrection is the sign of our victory over death and Satan. That victory 

is already guaranteed through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, but only if we don’t give in. In one 

of the great verses of the Bible, Paul wrote, “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, 

immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in 

the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58). 

 

Consider the import of Paul’s words. He uses two synonymous terms to describe this “never give 

in” attitude: steadfast and immovable.  

 

Stead comes from an Old English word meaning place or position. So the idea behind being 

steadfast is that you hold your ground. You stand firm. You don’t give in. The Christian that will 

gain the victory in the end is the one who does not waver from what is right regardless of the 

temptation or persecution. Immovable is similar in thought. No matter what comes, we must be 

unassailable and unshakable. 

 

What allows us to be steadfast and immovable in the face of such strong attacks by a mighty 

enemy? It’s because we know that God is even more powerful, that he has assured of us victory. 

That’s what the resurrection is all about. There is no more reason to fear death. It’s lost its sting 

and its power over us! 

 

When we truly understand the seriousness of the war we’re in and that we will win, it gives us 

great confidence and boldness to fight. Paul encourages us to always be abounding in the work of 

the Lord. There is much work to be done, and we can’t sit idly by while the war rages on. He 



doesn’t say to just continue to work, but he says we should be abounding in our work. Folks, our 

work as a Christian does not consist of coming to worship and Bible classes 3 times a week! If 

that’s what we think we’re called to do, we’re sadly mistaken, and we’ve missed the point! 

 

Our work for the Lord is every day. It’s talking to those who are not Christians about Christ and 

why they need a savior and a spiritual family. It’s serving others instead of serving ourselves. It’s 

encouraging others to continue to work for the Lord and be steadfast and immovable. It’s studying 

God’s word daily so that we’re more knowledgeable and our faith is strengthened. It’s spending 

time each day to God in prayer, giving him thanks and asking him to help our work. It’s studying 

the Bible with our family and training our children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 

 

And we are to abound in our work! Doing the bare minimum won’t cut it. 

 

Because God is on our side, our labor is not in vain. Remember, this is not a sprint but a marathon. 

We need endurance. And the work we do may or may not produce immediate fruit. That’s one of 

the reasons Paul said, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase.” Keep plugging 

away. Keep standing firm. Don’t waver. And never give in! 


