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“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us” (Rom. 5:8). 

 

This is one of the most magnificent statements in the entirety of Scripture.   

 

Consider your condition without Christ’s sacrifice.  No hope.  Helpless.  Dead.  Enslaved to sin.  

Enemy of God.    

 

And yet, in spite of being a sinner, in spite of being an enemy, in spite of being one who spurned 

God and his rule, Christ did the unthinkable.  He crossed over into enemy territory and bought you 

from Satan, offering his own life as payment for your soul. 

 

Stories abound of soldiers risking their own lives for their fellow troops.  Many a soldier has even 

given up his life for his comrade, falling on a grenade or shielding his squad with his own body.  

But how many have done so for the enemy?  I dare say no one.  That’s what makes what Jesus did 

so incredulous.   

Consider some of the truths that are present in this verse. 

 

We are sinners, and sin demands punishment.  The world is quite dismissive of sin.  Nobody really 

wants to talk about sin.  In fact, oftentimes sin is glorified.  Just look at the nickname of Las 

Vegas—“Sin City”.  They’re proud of it.  And everyone who goes there and participates in various 

vices is proud of it too. 

 

But God certainly doesn’t view sin in that fashion.  Sin is a serious affront to our holy God.  It’s 

what makes us his enemies.  And being an enemy of God is not a good thing!  It should be 

terrifying!  “For we know Him who said, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,’ says the Lord. And 

again, The Lord will judge His people.’ It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God” 

(Heb. 10:30-31). 

 

But we don’t have to suffer the consequences of God’s wrath.  Yes, sin demands punishment, but 

that’s where the sacrifice of Jesus comes in.  He was willing to bear our sins and the wrath of God 

in order to free us from certain deserved punishment.  We deserve eternal death.  But what we 

receive through Jesus’ sacrifice is eternal life. 

 

God loves us.  John says in 1 John 4:8-10, “He who does not love does not know God, for God is 

love. In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son 

into the world, that we might live through Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He 

loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 

 

The self-sacrifice of Jesus on the behalf of those who were his enemies is the ultimate 

demonstration of his love.  Here is God who had every right to destroy the sinners outright with 
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no opportunity of mercy, and yet he not only extends that opportunity of reconciliation, he does so 

through his own sacrifice.  Amazing! 

 

God is the epitome of love.  He’s completely selfless in his actions.  He’s longsuffering.  He IS 

love. 

 

So what should our response be? 

 

Well, imagine a friend of yours had saved your life by sacrificing their own.  Would you visit that 

person’s widow?  Would you frequently talk to that person’s children?  Would you maybe bring 

them gifts to show your appreciation?  Maybe you would get together with that person’s family 

on the anniversary of that fateful event and honor his sacrifice.  You would probably tell the 

amazing story many times to others over the course of your lifetime.   

 

You can probably easily see the parallel.  Since, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us, 

shouldn’t our response be to love him in return?  Completely?  And shouldn’t we be regularly 

meeting with his family to remember that sacrifice and share our appreciation for what he did for 

us?  And shouldn’t we be bringing gifts to the Lord to demonstrate that appreciation?  And 

shouldn't we be sharing the story of how our lives were saved as often as we can to as many as 

will listen?  And shouldn’t we live our lives for him, glorifying and honoring him?  

 

It just makes sense, doesn’t it?  After all, imagine where we would be if it wasn’t for Jesus’ 

sacrifice.  No hope.  Helpless.  Dead.  Enslaved to sin.  Enemy of God.    


